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May Commencement Exercises are
a joyful celebration in which
Lexington graduates usually joined
by a large contingent of proud
relatives and friends, receive their
diplomas and are formally recog-
nized for earning college degrees.
This year’s ceremony was laden with
pomp and circumstance and con-
tained relevant messages from our
speakers. I share some highlights
with you here.

Keynote speaker Kelly O’Leary,
Director of Foodservice Operations
at the historic landmark Bayridge
Residence and Cultural Center in
Boston, spoke to the richness that the diversity of one’s co-workers can
bring to daily work and the value that people’s differences can have in
engaging colleagues in their work. O’Leary echoed studies that underline
the value of diversity in workgroups and show that engaged teams create
more effective workplaces and positively impact the bottom line for
organizations.

O’Leary further challenged us all to see the “inner logic of service” that
can drive one to seek excellence. She asserted that others’ needs “give
meaning to my work... they take me to a higher level professionally and

personally.” She encouraged us to keep in mind that, “we are not in this
business to serve people the food we like to make; we are here to serve
them the food they need. If we do not have that basic level of humility,
we are not good professionals.”

Along these lines, alumna Mary Fricano, BAS ’05 and Director of
Restaurants at the Detroit Marriott at the Renaissance Center noted, “I
believe it is a gift to be able to work in this industry-to be of service to
others.” Fricano added that hospitality professionals are catalysts who
enable others to work with, learn from, celebrate, and show love with
deeds. She commented, “Your attentiveness to the needs and sometimes
demands of strangers does not turn you into a servant but rather an
instrument that makes it possible for people to celebrate... to show others
»
care.

And graduating senior Felicia Roberts, AAS ’88, and now BAS ’06 shared
her wisdom about the great value of her second degree. “Coming back to

Lexington was the easiest decision to make, but not an easy choice,” said

Felicia. She spoke to the challenges and rewards of returning to College as
a seasoned professional in order to cultivate a more advanced understand-
ing and knowledge base for her career as a culinary professional.

For of us as educators and mentors, these words about service, fortitude,
and care from Lexington friends and alumnae can serve as inspiration for
our own continued work with others. I hope you enjoy this issue of
Lexicom. It gives you a ‘taste’ of some of the things Lexington is doing to
bring our message of service and professionalism to all aspects of the hos-
pitality industry and our culture.
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THE 2006 WINTER OLYMPICS IN TORINO

a Lexington Event Planning Intern’s Story Story on page 2

Pictured from left to right; NBC interns/Hospitality hosts Adrienne Basso, Lindsey Lider
07, Alexis Helaigen, and Contributing Anchor for Dateline NBC, Katie Couric

LEXINGTON ANCHORS
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

IN LONDON

Dr. Marta Elvira, Academic Dean at Lexington College, served on the
scientific committee and presented research on the professionalization of
service occupations at the “Excellence in the Home: Balanced Diet,
Balanced Life” International Conference. Continued on page 5
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15th cAnnual
Hispanic Dinner Dance Benefit
Huge Success!

Spring benefit attendees could hear the sounds of the
Perla De Mexico Mariachis setting the mood for the
Hispanic Dinner Dance Benefit as they entered the
Chateau Del Mar in Hickory Hills on March 25,
2006. The evening continued with dinner, perform-
ances by the Bailable Folklorico and dancing to the
music of Orquesta Los Cometas. Lexington students
were on hand to sell raffle tickets and close to 450
people attended to support the Lexington College
Scholarship and Financial Assistance Program.

Lexington College and the students we serve are

grateful to Dora Lepe, Elvia Vicenteno, Yolanda

Martinez, Audelia Herrera, and the entire Spring

Benefit committee for all of their hard work and
Pictured from left to right; Director of Development Jodi Kurtze, Dean of Students Catherine dedication. The spring benefit would not be possible
Kustner and Lexington students; Norma Robles, Marcy Garcia, Miroslava Esparza, Diana Solis,
Adriana Meraz and Laura Cerrato

without you!

Pictured from left to right; Katy Yerke 06, Nikita Moore ‘08 and DeAnna Joiner ‘08 are
preparing a station to serve refreshments of Gazpacho and Creamy Avocado Soup.

Sandra Madrid, ‘07, shared her 2005 internship experience at Le Meridian Hotel with guests
at the TASTE of Lexington.

Lexington College hosted TASTE of Lexington
on March 16, 2006. Prospective students,
parents, high school counselors, industry
managers and friends showed their support at this
350-person event. High school students and their
parents attended a pre-event session that included
one-on-one admission counseling, special tours,
and an I-POD giveaway. Guests toured the
campus and enjoyed delicious hors d’ocuvres
prepared by Lexington College students. Two
culinary lab demonstrations and four interactive
food stations showcased student talent through-

out the night.

Lexington’s library featured a traveling exhibit,
“Encountering Latin America Through Your
Library,” on loan from the University of Illinois
Latin American and Caribbean library. The
exhibit featured a colorful tabletop display, a
variety of artifacts from the region and several
bibliographies. Additionally, Academic Dean
Marta Elvira, Ph.D., signed copies of her book,

“Managing Human Resources in Latin America:

An Agenda for International Leaders.”

A new component to the TASTE event this year
was the addition of student internship presenta-
tions. Several Lexington students shared their
internship experiences from various local hotels,
restaurants, event planning companies and social
organizations.

The event was generously sponsored by Pepsi
Americas, Solo Cup, Kellogg’s Food Away from
Home, Gordon Hanrahan and Chive Catering.



